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Many Hands Make Light Work
Share Your Time and Share Your Talents—Volunteer
Members: In this issue of Voters’ Voice, we ask you to consider taking a more active role in your LWV Rogue Valley.
•

On pages 5 and 6, Barbara Klein is offering opportunities to participate in Electoral Reform and Land Use and Housing.

•

On page 5, Kathleen Donham is offering opportunities to participate in a Filibuster Discussion Group and Voter Services.

Please give serious consideration to these opportunities and start your New Year’s
resolution early by getting involved.

“Alone we can do little; together we can do so much.” Helen Keller
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President’s Pen

The League of Women Voters Rogue Valley
welcomes submissions to the newsletter, The
Voters’ Voice. Editor Jim Buck can be reached
at 541-830-0602 and

Kudos to Kathleen! Kathleen Donham has
been doing a stellar job as Voter Services Chair. She
has taken on this job during extraordinarily difficult
times.

newsletter@lwvroguevalley.org

COVID cases are on the increase and we are
encouraged to avoid gathering, but Kathleen has not
been deterred from getting out voter registration materials, submitting ads to our local papers, and delivering voter guides and vote411 postcards. Kathleen also
organized a Jackson County Commissioner forum
(which you can access on our local website lwvrv.org,
LWVOR’s YouTube page, or at vote411.org). She presented a lecture to RCC students on “Voting History,
How to Vote by Mail, Ballot Measures, and How to
Register.” This was filmed for future promotion for
student registration. Kathleen also was a guest of the
Soroptimists where she handled questions about the
Ballot Measures for our current election. This Super
Woman deserves our accolades!

LWVRV
P.O. Box 8555
Medford OR 97501
541-479-4486
Contact the webmaster
webadmin@lwvroguevalley.org
Website: lwvroguevalley.org
Facebook page:
facebook.com/League-of-Women-Voters-ofRogue-Valley-301855639862801

Put a pin in your calendar for November 12th
11:30 a.m. I will send Zoom invitations to all members
on Monday, November 9th. Our monthly meeting will
be a dive into The League of Women Voters’ History
of Diversity, Equality and Inclusion (DEI). We will be
providing reading lists, podcasts, websites, and videos
for your exploration and we plan to split into smaller
“clutches” for discussion. We’re hoping that these
groups will expand into continuing education about
institutional racism. This meeting will also give us an
opportunity to socialize—something we haven’t had a
chance to do in a long time.

Email:

Also, Debra Har and Judith Kurinsky have
made four lovely holiday wreaths for a LWVRV fundraiser. Each wreath comes with a voucher to Elmer’s
restaurant and will be delivered to your home!
Thank you all for making democracy work.
Let’s hope the national election goes smoothly and
without question.
Margie Peterson, President LWVRV
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pres@lwvrvroguevalley.org

Fundraisers - Wreaths and Biscotti
Judith Kurinsky and Debra Har have made four wreaths to be auctioned off at the November 12
Zoom monthly meeting.
Each numbered wreath also includes gift certificates from Elmer’s Restaurant. Bidding will begin at
$25.00 per wreath. All sales will go to the Rogue Valley League of Women Voters.
Any persons who will not be at the meeting may place a bid by calling Debra Har at 541-301-4028
until 11 a.m., November 12. We will conclude the bidding at the meeting and Debra will contact
the winners and deliver the wreaths.
1. Golden Stagg
2. Silver Bird
3. Traditional
4. Angel of Mine
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Thank you Judith and Debra for sharing your time and talent.
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LWVRV DECEMBER FUNDRAISER - BISCOTTI TIME!
Biscotti has been a relatively easy fundraiser for the past couple of years, so the
board decided to repeat it again this year for a December fundraiser. As was done
last year, we will only be selling the mixed assortment (each bag contains 6 biscotti, each a different flavor), regular or gluten free.
Orders should be placed by November 22, 2020, so that we can get your orders
to you by the 2nd week in December.
BISCOTTI ORDER FORM
Number of Regular bags _____ at $8 ea. for a Total of $_________
(Contains one of each: Lemon, Chocolate Cran-Orange, Apricot Almond, Cran-Orange
w/Vanilla Chips, Chocolate Chip Almond, Chocolate Coconut Almond)
Number of Gluten Free bags _____ at $8 ea. for a Total of $______
(Contains an assortment of Lemon, Chocolate Cran-Orange, Chocolate Chip Almond,
Cran-Orange)
Name_________________________________________
Phone_________________________________________
Make checks payable to: LWVRV
Please mail your order and check to:
Jackie Clary
253 SW Central Avenue
Grants Pass, OR 97526
Call 541-479-4486 for questions, etc.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
4

What About After the Election?
As I compose this, I know that most of our members are “knee-deep” in election issues (in one way or another).
It’s hard to think about after the election. Still, that time will be here before you know it.
If you missed the nationwide zoom meeting ““Best Methods for Voter Education in ALL elections – including
Alternative Electoral Systems” with Rosemary Blizzard, which I hosted on behalf of LWVRV, it is posted on the
state League YouTube channel. You can view it at this link: https://youtu.be/SbNVlYS8Jz0
Rosemary Blizzard, a former N.C. Election Administrator and now with the Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center, was helpful in many areas of voter education, (including new information on an important universal tabulator available at no charge to election vendors). Historically, education of the public is an important aspect of
civic life for League members. When alternative election systems are considered, this is a particularly vital key.
What comes after the election is up to us. If you are interested in electoral reform and are not on my team
list, please contact me.
Barbara Klein
Action@lwvroguevalley.com

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————--

Proposal for Discussion
Kathleen Donham is interested in organizing a group to discuss the filibuster as it is currently used in the U.S.
Senate. I am willing to propose a bibliography, schedule and host Zoom sessions, and perhaps find speakers if
there is sufficient interest. What role does the filibuster serve? Has it outlived its usefulness? What are the
possible consequences of getting rid of it? Is it good governance? If this subject interests you, please let her
know. Phone 541-772-5044 or KDonham@gmail.com

Voter Services
The candidate forum for Jackson County Commissioner Position #2 has been recorded as a video and is available on the state lwvor.org and local league lwvroguevalley.org websites. Dave Dotterrer (represented on the
phone), and Terrie Martin were on the Zoom call.
Voter Services activities for this election season also included two group ballot measure discussions and a howto for mail-in voting/ballot measure presentation for Rogue Community College that was supplied to all students. Publicity for vote411.org was in the Mail Tribune, Ashland Tidings, and Grants Pass Courier. Voters
Guides were delivered to the libraries, RCC, several retirement homes, and La Clinica. Turnout for Jackson
County is expected to reach at least 80%, according to County Clerk Chris Walker.
There is a need for a committee to do Voter Services, rather than only one or two people. The 2020 pandemic
has certainly affected volunteer willingness to interact with the public, but members are encouraged to consider joining the Voter Services committee in order to really make our efforts effective. There were several more
requests for forums that were declined because we would have required more help to organize extra forums.
Please consider making Voter Services your active focus in LWV Rogue Valley so that we can expand our
efforts. Kathleen Donham KDonham@gmail.com
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YOUR Help is Sought – Land Use (and Housing)

If you are interested in land use issues (including housing, which is so vital after our fires), the
LWVRV Action Committee needs you. LWVRV currently has no one to follow this issue and we are
happy for any level of leadership.
What does this entail? It depends on you. Our current Action teams include climate change, immigration, health care, and electoral reform all chosen due to the passion of a member willing to
lead it. [We also have an Observer Corps Team under Action, which functions a bit differently.]
Each team coordinator has a separate sub-list of our members interested in the subject; the list is
used to inform, share, or alert on individual matters. The teams are different not only in subject,
but in types of action, frequency of communication, and involvement of team members.

Land use (including housing) has been lacking for some time. It is more noticeable during this time
of wildfire recovery. Most of our teams cover broad issues and action is open to current events,
local needs, and of course League positions. Land issues COULD include environmental impacts,
public process, DEI (Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion), health & safety, forestry, and possibly community fire prevention. These are simply ideas of the types of subjects that fall under this category. We
realize none of us can do it all.
There are people at the state and local League level willing to filter information and mentor on related issues. As LWVRV action chair, I am always willing to take questions, offer opinions, or give
support. The member who thinks “I could do something” is clearly a member who can offer more
than we have at the moment. Remember too that nothing is ever done alone. You have something to offer.
Please contact me at Action@lwvroguevalley.org if you are willing to help fellow members learn
or act on these vital issues. Submitted by Barbara Klein
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Health Care Legislative Report
Bill Walsh, Health Care Coordinator
Health Care Update – It Depends . . .
The Task Force on Universal Health Care continues to meet, exploring what other
states, regions, and other countries have done as well as looking at challenges to
move the ball forward. SB 770, the enabling legislation, is clear that Single Payer
should drive the effort including:

* one risk pool
* cost containment
* administrative savings from simplification
* delinking health insurance from employment
* a Public Option as a replacement for self-insured plans
The Task force assigned members to four Technical Advisory Subcommittees plus
the Consumer Advisory Committee to consider: 1) eligibility, benefits, and affordability; 2) provider reimbursement models; 3) finance and revenue; and 4) governance
and consumer preferences.

Members are enthusiastic as well as realistic. The final result will have to be approved by the State Legislature and will appear on the ballot in a future year.
Everyone is aware that the upcoming election will make a huge difference as to who
is elected President and control of the Senate and House. Additionally, the Supreme
Court has an ACA case before it and could change the health care landscape in
different ways. Some advocates believe that a worst-case scenario (never let a crisis
go to waste) could be the best way to make significant systemic change, while others favor a step by step incremental approach. The COVID -19 crisis is certain to have
a huge impact. So, much depends on what happens in the political realm.
Health care for all will be center stage in Oregon and the country for some time to
come.
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Climate Change News
Shirley Weathers, Climate Change Coordinator

Jordan Cove Energy Project (JC/PC)
*

*

Landowners represented by the Niskanen Law Center were disappointed on October 6 when the D.C.
Circuit Court of Appeals denied their Motion for Vacatur and Stay. They had asked the Court to throw
out the Federal Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) grant to Pembina—the project’s Canadian owner—of
the power of eminent domain. Landowners charged that the Natural Gas Act doesn’t allow seizure of
private property for a pipeline explicitly dedicated to transport only gas for international export. The
next step for landowners, as well as for the State of Oregon, tribal groups, and the statewide coalition
of project opponents, is issuance by the Court of a scheduling order. That will set the stage for filing of
briefs.
On October 6, the Western Environmental Law Center asked FERC to initiate a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) on the project due to several factors related to, or raised by, the recent
South Obenchain Fire not addressed in the FEIS. The September 2020 fire burned 32,000 acres east of
Highway 62, including seven miles of land the Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline (PCGP) would cross on its
way from Malin to the proposed Jordan Cove LNG facility and export terminal at Coos Bay. Materials
on related topics developed by the LWVRV and our three partners in opposing the JC/PC project (LWV
of Klamath and Coos Counties and of Umpqua Valley) were among those provided to assist with drafting of the request letter.

The Secretary of Commerce’s ruling on Pembina’s request for override of the State’s denial of Coastal Zone
Management Act (CZMA) is expected no sooner than the end of the year. FERC was asked for their opinion and
the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians submitted their concerns in an extensive
analysis of the process in late September.
Our Children’s Trust, Chernaik v. Brown remanded to the Circuit Court of Appeals
Chernaik v. Brown was filed in 2011 on behalf of two youth plaintiffs, Ollie Chernaik and Kelsey Juliana, against
the Oregon Governor and the State of Oregon for failing to protect essential natural resources, including the
atmosphere, as required under the Public Trust Doctrine. Over the decade, the case has worked its way to the
Oregon Supreme Court, where on October 22, 2020, the court, “. . . concluded that no trial was needed, because the public trust doctrine did not encompass most of the natural resources that plaintiffs had identified
and did not require the state to take the protective measures that plaintiffs sought.” Chief Justice Martha Walters wrote a powerful dissent, recognizing the “ravages of climate change” and affirming “the judicial branch
has an important constitutional role to play and should declare the governing law.” The LWVOR is among a
long list of organizations that submitted briefs for amici curiae and has strongly supported this and the similar
national suit, Julian v. USA. Press release on decision here. Governor Brown began her statement of support for
the plaintiffs, “As I have said throughout this legal process, I agree with [them] and other young people across
Oregon and the world, when they say there is an urgent need for climate action.”
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New Members
Please welcome our newest members:
Silvia Arroyo
Jane Lane
Dianna Levington
Barbara Mathieson
Jean Noble
Rosanne Roach
Carol Voisin
Kay Vega

Given our social limitations at the moment, we will need to try harder to make
sure we include Silvia, Jane, Dianna, Barbara, Jean, Rosanne, Carol, and Kay in all that
we do. If you notice a new face on Zoom, wave. We will be plugging them all into work
soon, won’t we?
Again, welcome to our new recruits!
Jackie Clary
Membership Chair
Membership Application

Areas of Interest:

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________



Campaign finance



Local Government

City___________________________________________



Education



Newsletter



Election Issues



Climate Change



Redistricting



National Issues



Observer Corps



Voter Services

Send check /application to P.O. Box 8555 Medford OR 97501



Healthcare Issues

Would you like a phone call reminder about meetings? Yes No



Environment

Zip______________Phone________________________
Email__________________________________________
Single membership — $65.00

Spouse/student—$32.50

May we publish your information in the LWVRV Directory?

Y N
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General Meetings for 2020-2012
Committee members met (virtually) to plan the presentations for the coming year. Of
course, the constraints of the virus precautions do not presently allow us to gather, but we
still have the option of Zoom meetings. If you would like more details about Zoom meeting
participation, visit the LWVOR state website at: http://lwvor.org/covid-19-zoom for a very
good “Zoom for Beginners” explanation.
While still tentative, here is our present working schedule:
November—”Facing Our Own History in the League”
December—Support a non-profit Giving Meeting: Food Banks in the Rogue Valley
January—Program Planning
February—Voting Methods Review [Dr. Barbara Klein], LWV taskforce

Making Democracy Work TM
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November 2020 Activities LWVRV
Su

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 Election
2020

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

20

21

27

28

General Meeting 11:30
“Facing Our Own History in the
League”
15

16

17

18

19
Board Meeting 10:30

22

23

29

30

24

25

26

If you are reading this newsletter on-line, maybe you don’t need a mailed paper copy. Call the
newsletter editor at 541-830-0602 if you would prefer not to get the newsletter by U.S. Mail,
or leave a note at newsletter@lwvroguevalley.org .
You should also be receiving newsletters by email from State and National. For membership
application, go to http://lwvroguevalley.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/
MembershipApplication501c3AsOf20190725.pdf

League of Women Voters
Rogue Valley
P.O. Box 8555
Medford Or 97501
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