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October 8, 2020
Moderated Discussion with Candidates for
Jackson County Commissioner Position #2
Dave Dotterrer, Terrie Martin, and Edward Stanton
Zoom Meeting 11:45 AM by Invitation to all Members
If you wish to invite guests, send a notice to voterservice@lwvroguevalley.org with the guest
email address to receive an on-line invitation.
Dave Dotterrer (R)

Terrie Martin (D)

Edward Stanton (Libertarian)
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President’s Pen

The League of Women Voters Rogue Valley
welcomes submissions to the newsletter, The
Voters’ Voice. Editor Jim Buck can be reached
at 541-830-0602 and

I do believe you will all agree that
September 2020 is not a month we want to
relive! This time has and will challenge our
patience, our strength and our intelligence.
We thank fortune and the heavens for our
friends and neighbors and the simplest of
human connections. We find ways to help
those who have lost everything and can
now easily imagine that “this could have
been me” if winds had shifted.

newsletter@lwvroguevalley.org
LWVRV
P.O. Box 8555
Medford OR 97501
541-479-4486
Contact the webmaster
webadmin@lwvroguevalley.org

But amidst all of this, members continue to prepare the Valley for November
3rd. On September 17th, Chris Walker, our
Jackson Co. Clerk, spent over an hour with
us on Zoom, answering our questions and
quelling our concerns about ballots for the
displaced. We recorded the session which
can be accessed on our website and
VOTE411.org.

Website: lwvroguevalley.org
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
lwvrv/

Email:

pres@lwvrvroguevalley.org

Our September 10th event on the
Census was canceled because of the fires.
We’re hoping to reschedule—particularly
now that the court has ruled that the Census cannot be shortened.
Voter Services has many things
brewing for October. Kathleen Donham
will be sending Zoom invitations for a
County Commissioner Zoom Candidate Forum on October 8th @11:45AM.
My current mantra is “RAIN”. Please
stay safe and alert. You are all in my
thoughts.
Margie Peterson, President LWVRV

If you have questions for your state legislators
for the Voters Guide, please let Kathleen Donham (Voter Services) know what you would
like to add to the Vote411 or forum questions.
541-772-5044
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Our immense thanks to our wildfire heroes: Firefighters, law enforcement, The
Jackson County Fairboard, health & mental health professionals, assistance entities, utility companies, elected officials, volunteers, thousand of businesses and
individual donors, neighbors and strangers.
Where to find help
A Multi-Agency Resource Center has been opened at the old Central Medford High School with smaller

satellite locations in Talent, Phoenix, and Shady Cove. They are open every day from 8am-8pm.
These centers have representatives from FEMA, ACCESS (only at Medford location), insurance
agencies, city representatives, and the Red Cross. Below you will find more information for
each location.
Medford - Central High School, 815 S. Oakdale Avenue, 541-842-3669
Talent -Talent Elementary School, 307 Wagner Creek Road, 541- 535-1531
Phoenix - Phoenix Civic Center, 220 N. Main Street, 541-535-1955 ext. 303
Jackson County Library Services is collect gently used books and toys that families can pick up at the
Ashland, Central Point, Jacksonville, and White City branches beginning October 1st during library
hours.
If you have been evacuated and need a place to stay or eat, this page has information about shelters
and free meals.

Examples of where to give
The MRG Foundation has established the Rogue Valley Relief Fund. MRG has a solid track record for
getting resources to people who most need them in smart, efficient ways.
United Way of Jackson County has set up a Fire Relief Fund for those who would like to donate.
Unete, an organization centered around supporting farm workers and immigrant families has established the Immigrant Fire Relief Fund to aid those impacted by the fire with rent/utilities and food.

———————————————————————————————————
Words of Thanks—Bill Walsh and Shirley Weathers
We wish to thank Rogue Valley and State Leagues of Women Voters members for the best wishes and
concern sent our way while we camped at the Jackson County Fairgrounds during the evacuation due
to the South Obenchain Fire. We were there with our dog and three llamas for six smoky days and
nights, provided for along with anywhere from 200-2,000 others by wonderful Jackson County and
Expo staff, the Red Cross, dozens of businesses who fed and otherwise assisted people and hundreds
of pets and livestock 24/7. There were hundreds of volunteers on site and mounds of donations for
evacuees, many of whom escaped South Obenchain or the Almeda Fire with next to nothing. Several
local League members offered some very creative sheltering options for us and our animals, as well as
provided information at a time when official channels were struggling to cover the bases.
We are among the very lucky ones. Firefighters diverted the fire from our home and property by under ½ mile. We are grateful, inspired, saddened, and3 sobered by the experience. And we remind everyone to have an evacuation plan, e.g., https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/getset/wildfire-action-plan/, and be ready to implement it. The Almeda Fire shows that wildfire is not
just a Wildland Urban Interface matter anymore.

How can I receive my ballot if wildfires have displaced me? In Oregon, voters can receive a ballot
no matter where they stay, including temporary shelters or a friend/relative’s address; they can also use a PO Box for a
mailing address. Voters need to know that they will continue to use their current residential address even if destroyed due
to fire.
Ballots in Jackson County will begin being mailed on October 16, 2020. If you know the address of where you will be able
to receive mail at that time, you can add a temporary mailing address at www.oregonvotes.gov/myvote.
If the voter has a location where they are staying, the voter can update their mailing address by visiting
www.oregonvotes.gov/myvote so their ballot will be mailed to that location. A voter can also come to our office at Jackson
County Elections 1101 W. Main St., Suite 201, Medford, to update their mailing address in person.
You can obtain a paper voter registration form at these local offices: USPS, DMV, Libraries, City Halls, County Clerk’s offices, or online at https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL500.pdf
If the voter moves after updating their mailing address, they can correct it again as needed.
A voter who is displaced and temporarily out of the area can request an absentee ballot with an Absentee Ballot Request (SEL 111) https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL111.pdf
Questions? Please call Jackson County Elections at 541-774-6148 or by email at elections@jacksoncounty.org.. Contact us
on or after October 5th concerning additional options available to you for obtaining a ballot.

Spanish version:

¿Cómo puedo recibir mi boleta si los incendios forestales me han desplazado?En Oregon,
los votantes pueden recibir una boleta sin importar dónde se queden, incluidos los refugios temporales o la dirección de
un amigo / familiar; tambien, se puede usar un PO Box. Los votantes deben saber que continuarán usando su dirección
residencial actual incluso si se destruye debido a un incendio.
Las boletas en el condado de Jackson comenzarán a enviarse por correo el 16 de octubre de 2020. Si conoce la dirección
donde podrá recibir correo en ese momento, puede agregar una dirección postal temporal en www.oregonvotes.gov/
myvote .
Si el votante tiene un lugar donde se hospeda, el votante puede actualizar su dirección postal visitando
www.oregonvotes.gov/myvote para que su boleta se envíe por correo a ese lugar. Un votante también puede venir a nuestra oficina en Jackson County Elections 1101 W. Main St., Suite 201, Medford, para actualizar su dirección postal en persona.
Puede obtener un formulario de registro de votante en papel en estas oficinas locales : USPS, DMV, bibliotecas, ayuntamientos, y oficinas del secretario del condado.
Si el votante se muda después de actualizar su dirección postal, puede corregirla nuevamente sea necesario.
Un votante que está desplazado y temporalmente fuera del área puede solicitar una boleta de voto en ausencia con este
documento: https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL111.pdf
Preguntas? Por favor llame Elecciones del Condado de Jackson al 541-774-6148. Comuníquese con nosotros a partir del 5
de octubre para conocer las opciones adicionales disponibles para obtener una boleta.
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My experience in the Almeda Fire of September 8, 2020 – Iris Milan, LWVRV Member
In the early afternoon of Tuesday, September 8, I looked out the window of my front door and saw a large red cloud of smoke coming
from the south, the Ashland area on the other side of I-5. I live on the west side of Talent Avenue on Meadow Slope one block south
of Arnos where the trailer park for low-income residents existed before the fire. Upon going outside to get a better view, I could see
the cloud getting blacker so I assumed that the fire was being put out. Of course, it wasn’t. A strong wind was blowing it north. At
that time the fire had not crossed over to the City of Talent. We eventually were told to evacuate and followed a line of cars down
Talent Avenue to Rapp Road and ultimately to Jacksonville. We were out of the smoke with sunny skies, but could see the smoke on I5 and knew the fires were in that area. Occasionally a fire ignited behind us, perhaps from a burning remnant that was carried by the
wind.
We made a plan with our friends and back yard neighbors living on Arnos, Judith Kurinsky and her husband Ken, to meet at the Costco
in Central Point to plan for our next step. Judith is a LWVRV member. It took us 4 hours to get there. All the motels we tried calling
as far away as Grants Pass were full.
Debra Har, also of the LWVRV, and her husband Tom live in the area of Medford that was designated as the white zone, fire free.
They graciously invited all four of us to come to their house and stay as long as we like. They truly pampered us. They fed us, provided
showers, beds, water for us to take back to our homes, power for our cell phones, and a respite from the chaos of the fire. How fortunate we were to have friends like Judith and Ken who helped us navigate and stuck with us on this incredible journey. Debra and Tom
provided love and care and a home.
I think of the many who lost their homes, businesses, keepsakes, and perhaps pets, and are wondering what to do next and where to
go. We are thankful that all our utilities are back to normal, but it is sad and depressing to walk to the park, look across the street,
and be reminded how everything in life can so easily go up in smoke. It is also a very toxic area so it will take a long time and be expensive to clean up. I wondered why I had seen these little dishes of water on the ground among the ashes. Yesterday I found out. I
met a woman who said she was going into the area to look for cats who are afraid to come out in the day. Aren’t people incredibly
compassionate and kind?
When we did sneak back to Talent via the back roads and Rapp Road, we discovered that our side of Talent Avenue had not been
touched by the fire. Chuck Rogers Park, the police station, the dog park, a new neighborhood that was being build, OSF’s warehouse,
and the low-income senior apartments all were standing in contrast to the devastation from Talent Avenue east to Highway 99. Were
we fortunate the wind did not blow our way or did the airplane carrying and dropping fire retardant that swept down Talent Avenue
at 8:00 p.m. that night make the difference? We know that we are fortunate.
What are in the plans for Talent in the future? This week, the Talent City Council held a three-hour Zoom meeting where citizens
could express their concerns for a better alert system and suggestions for what type of rebuilding should be done in Talent looking at
the environment, caring for those with low-income, and the Hispanic population. There is a strong desire for citizen involvement, a
good sign for the future.
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Jackson County Fire Damage Assessment Dashboard

Disastrous Loss of Homes to Wildfires Triggers Action
Wildfires of Labor Day 2020 were the most significant set of disasters ever to hit Oregon. Around 3,800 structures were
lost across Jackson, Lane, Clackamas, Linn, Lincoln, and Marion Counties; around 2,400 homes burned in Talent and
Phoenix, displacing around 6,000 people. At least 1,500 of the homes lost housed low-income families, many of them
Latinx. 15 mobile home parks were wiped out entirely. 85% of students in affected school districts lack permanent
housing. Jackson County provides a useful, but staggering resource that shows both a macro and micro (address by
address) view of the devastation.
Grappling with meeting temporary housing needs alone will be a daunting task. It must be done with permanent solutions in mind, but also to meet the whole range of short- and long-term community needs. In the near term, we need
to produce safe shelter beyond fairgrounds, motel rooms, and “couch-surfing” with likely already overcrowded friends
and family. It will take years for permanent solutions, but it will be essential to ensure that adequate temporary and
permanent housing match the income capabilities of those who need it. Urgency must be carefully tempered with vigilance to prevent building of unaffordable units that benefit developers at the expense of displaced families.
While we’re all in the grip of the emotions of this tragedy, the rather bureaucratic-sounding concept of land use law is
central. It’s also an area about which the LWV has positions. Peggy Lynch, LWVOR Natural Resources Action Coordinator, is following action on the state level closely and reports that dealing with housing recovery will mean the most significant changes to those laws since their inception. But before that can occur in the 2021 Session, the first step is discussion of a set of Temporary Rules that will help address immediate housing needs. The Land Conservation and Development Commission (LCDC) will consider that in early October. Such rules remain in effect for a maximum of 180 days
so will need to be revisited at that time.
Decisions will not be easy. While some appear to want a general and thoroughgoing waiver of rules, actions must not
sacrifice public health and safety. Asbestos and other toxic materials will take months to remove before rebuilding can
begin. Besides FEMA and the County, LCDC, the Department of Environmental Quality, the Oregon Housing Authority,
and Building Codes Division will need to be involved. Various entities on local levels and elected officials on all levels
must coordinate and collaborate carefully on this and many other related issues if unintended consequences are to be
avoided.

“I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something. And because I
cannot do everything I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.” - Helen Keller
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LWV Opposes a Rushed Supreme Court Confirmation Process
The U.S. Senate must prioritize protecting the American people
during the pandemic and securing our 2020 elections
WASHINGTON 9/23/2020—League of Women Voters board president Deborah Turner and
CEO Virginia Kase issued the following joint statement on rushing the Supreme Court appointment
process:
“Four years ago, Senate leaders set a precedent for how the confirmation process for a Supreme Court
justice appointee should occur during a presidential election year. In 2016, a Supreme Court seat
sat vacant for more than 300 days, showing that there is no reason to rush this process in 2020. If it
was too soon then, it’s too soon now.
“The American people are in despair during this global pandemic: millions are out of work and more
than 200,000 have lost their lives to this deadly virus. It is the duty of our elected officials to provide
relief to the American people and ensure all voters can participate in our democracy
by safely casting their votes this year.
“Supreme Court justices serve for life and make decisions that impact every American. They require a
thorough vetting process that is transparent to the American people. Such a process would be undermined if rushed through.
“Now is not the time to rush a lifetime appointment to the United States Supreme Court.”
CONTACT: Sarah Courtney | 202-263-1332 | scourtney@lwv.org
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Health Care Update by Bill Walsh, Healthcare Coordinator
The Senate Interim Committee on Health Care met on 9/21/20 at which time they heard updates
from OHA on COVID-19 and CCO issues, a presentation on COVID testing strategies, and a report from
the Universal Health Care Task Force. The chair and members mentioned three Legislative Concepts
they are working on: 1) creating a Dental Therapist Program, allowing dental hygienists to do a dozen
more basic procedures under a dentist’s supervision; 2) Vaping Licensure; and 3) Autism.
On 9/22/20, the House Interim Committee heard a presentation on co-prescribing Naloxone Narcan
with opioid drugs, a practice done in nine other states. Chair Andrea Salinas will draft a bill on this.
They heard a report on Reverse Auction, whereby the state would become its own PBM (pharmacy
benefit manager) and runs a three-round bidding process to determine the best price for certain
drugs. PHARMA is suing to fight this in other states. This could be a bill in 2021. The SB 889 Sustainable Health Care Cost Growth Target Implementation Committee reported on its activities to set a lower state target growth rate on private and public programs of 3.4% (down from the current 6.5%).
They are studying the “value-based model” payment system like Kaiser uses rather than fee-forservice. What’s most important about this is that it would constitute a whole system change process
rather than changing one sector at a time. They will organize a meeting in the Fall to determine if
players and payers will go along with this concept voluntarily.
OHA Director Pat Allen responded to Committee questions about vaccine planning. Subject to
change, he said OHA and CDC are planning some vaccine availability in Q4 2020 and it will roll out in
three phases: phase 1A will be for health care workers, 1B in mid2021 for essential workers and people 65+; next, phase 2 for travelers such as migrant workers and people with disabilities: phase 3 in
late 2021 for broader public access. It is unknown if there will be single or multiple shots, temperature storage levels, and there even could be 3 or 4 vaccines. OHA is using Planning and Strategy Advisory Committees to prepare.
The Joint Task Force on Universal Health Care met on 9/29. They adopted operating principles and a
draft workplan. They endorsed a 13-member Consumer Advisory Committee and formed four Technical Advisory Groups to work on aspects of universal coverage. Senator Michael Denbrow provided
the legislative history and the values driving the Task Force from SB 770, including the need for a Single Payer system to meet the COVID crisis we’re facing. Former Governor John Kitzhaber provided his
views that Oregon could pursue other ways to universal coverage, mainly changing the fee-forservice to a value-based payment methodology, delinking health insurance from employment, and
signing up everyone who is eligible for subsidies. He would support Single Payer also, but thought
incremental steps were needed before we could get there.
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Jordan Cove Energy Project (JCEP) Update
By Shirley Weathers, Climate Change Coordinator
In recent weeks, discussion in the media, including at investor sites, tends to focus on the staggering natural gas market and how the fossil fuel industry, including JCEP’s Canadian owner Pembina, may respond. Since the Trump Administration has openly featured Jordan Cove among their priorities, JCEP is often brought up by name with some speculation about whether conditions plus remaining regulatory barriers may be giving Pembina pause about continuing to
throw money after the project. Pembina, though, is silent on the subject and from all available information, is still pursuing efforts to obtain necessary permits reported in previous issues.
On the state regulatory side, Oregon state agencies and the Attorney General’s Office, as well as oppositional Tribes
and non-governmental organizations (NGO) working in coalition against the project, have met all deadlines related to
pertinent challenges. All are now waiting for 1) briefing schedules from the DC Circuit Court of Appeals related to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) Orders, 2) the U.S. Secretary of Commerce’s decision on JCEP’s request for an override of Oregon’s objections to the corporation’s Coastal Zone Management consistency certificate,
and 3) FERC’s ruling on whether Oregon waived their authority over JCEP’s 401 Water Quality certification. A local land
use permit reversed by the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA), thanks to work by the Crag Law Center and Talent attorney Tonia Moro, will require Pembina to start from Square One. Other state permits are pending.
Pembina also has some distance to go before they will hold all of the federal permits they need to go forward. Several
federal land management entity Rights-of-Way are still pending, as are authorizations under Section 10/408 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, actions related to the Ports and Waterway Safety Act, Maritime Transportation Security Act, and Federal Communications Commission Licenses.

The official federal permitting tracker is currently predicting completion of all requirements by March 9, 2021, but
omits mention that several permits marked “complete” have been reopened due to a pipeline route change that was
not considered by several entities and, by law, must be considered.
In short, Jordan Cove is not a done deal, but it’s not dead either.
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Vote411 is at it again! Check out Vote411.org if you need election information or want to find
the candidates and measures you will be voting on in the general election. Just enter your address and voila, your ballot measures and candidates will appear.
There is a big push to emphasize the online information. Vote411 candidate questions for
many races around the state have been updated.
Vote411 will again invite all Oregon candidates – including Jackson and Josephine Counties—
to post their campaign information and answers, without charge. Vote411 will cover all ballot
measures online and is making its debut in Spanish! Candidates’ Spanish replies will be included if provided. Mary Sinclair
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New Members
Please welcome our new member:
* Carol Voisin
If you already know Carol, please send her a warm welcome. We look forward to
Carol becoming an active member and she has expressed interest in:
* Land use
* Healthcare
* Environment
* National Issues
* Voters’ Voice
* Government Oversight
If you lead any of these programs, please reach out to Carol, welcome her, and discuss how she can get involved.

Again, welcome Carol!
Jackie Clary
Membership Chair

Membership Application

Areas of Interest:

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________



Campaign finance



Local Government

City___________________________________________



Education



Newsletter



Election Issues



Climate Change



Redistricting



National Issues



Observer Corps



Voters Service

Send check /application to P.O. Box 8555 Medford OR 97501



Healthcare Issues

Would you like a phone call reminder about meetings? Yes No



Environment

Zip______________Phone________________________
Email__________________________________________
Single membership — $65.00

Spouse/student—$32.50

May we publish your information in the LWVRV Directory?

Y N
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General Meetings for 2020-2012
Committee members met (virtually) to plan the presentations for the coming year. Of
course, the constraints of the virus precautions do not presently allow us to gather, but we
still have the option of Zoom meetings. If you would like more details about Zoom meeting
participation, visit the LWVOR state website at: http://lwvor.org/covid-19-zoom for a very
good “Zoom for Beginners” explanation.
While still tentative, here is our present working schedule:
October 8—Jackson County Commissioner Forum, Position #2 (Dotterrer/Martin/Stanton)
November—”Facing Our Own History in the League”
December—Support a non-profit Giving Meeting: Food Banks in the Rogue Valley
January—Program Planning
February—Voting Methods Review [Dr. Barbara Klein], LWV taskforce

Making Democracy Work TM
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October 2020 Activities LWVRV
Su
4

Mon
5

Tue
6

Wed
7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

16

17

General Meeting 11:30
and J C Commissioner Discussion

18

12

19

13 Regis- 14
tration
Deadline

15

20

22

21

1st Day Drop Boxes Accept Ballots
25

26

Ballots Mailed
23

24

30

31

Board Meeting 2 PM

27 Last
28
Day to
Safely
Mail Ballots

29

If you are reading this newsletter on-line, maybe you don’t need a mailed paper copy. Call the
newsletter at 541-830-0602 if you would prefer not to get the newsletter by U.S. Mail, or leave
a note at newsletter@lwvroguevalley.org .
. You should also be receiving newsletters by email from State and National. For membership
application, go to http://lwvroguevalley.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/

League of Women Voters
Rogue Valley
P.O. Box 8555
Medford Or 97501
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