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Thursday October 10, 2019
General Meeting OEA Bldg
2495 S. Pacific Hwy

11:30—1:30pm
Judge Lorenzo Mejia
Judge Mejia graduated from North Bend High School and obtained his baccalaureate and
Law degrees from the University of Oregon. He moved to the Rogue Valley in 1988 and served as a
Public Defender for 13 years. In April 2002, Governor Kitzhaber appointed Mejia to the Circuit
Court bench for Jackson County. After a hard-fought campaign in November of 2002, he was elected to a full six-year term and continues to serve in that position.
Most of his legal and judicial career has been in Criminal Law, but he also served as a Juvenile Court judge for four years. He is also a Community Family Court (CFC) judge. CFC is a treatment court for parents with an open juvenile dependency case. Judge Mejia is active in the community, supporting groups like La Clínica de Valle and Southern Oregon Goodwill.
Judge Mejia will focus at the October 10 meeting on criminal justice issues in Jackson County and Oregon, as well as on some juvenile issues. The program starts promptly at noon. A question and answer period will follow Judge Mejia’s remarks.
— Barbara Davidson
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Co-Presidents’ Pen
Both Jackie and Margie are contributing to this column
for the October newsletter. Margie is back from her other home in Wales and Jackie will spend a chunk of October “riding the rails” (an Amtrak trip to visit family in
New Hampshire).
Jackie Clary: October 19th is the date of the League of
Women Voters of Oregon’s Fall Workshop in Eugene. It
should be an interesting day, filled with interesting speakers
(on fake news and implicit bias), informative workshops (the
census, redistricting petitions) and lunch. If you want more
information or to register, please go to http://lwvor.org/ ,
and click on “Our Lives on the Web: Equality, Discourse, and
Propaganda.”
Margie Peterson (AKA Jackie’s intern): Hello to the members new and venerable. It may surprise you to know that
I have been a League member less than 3 years. (I compute that I have only 47 years until I reach Life Long Membership, dues free...) There is much to learn but I have
been surrounded by humor and very helpful role models.
And what a year
to be totally involved! We have
such a great opportunity to expand our work
and presence in
this centennial
year. I, for one,
am excited to
get involved in
Kate Culbertson’s new Immigration Committee and I have
to confess that as a theatre major and a past costume designer, I am eager to create a memorable impression for
this summer’s 4th of July parade in Ashland. See if this picture that Peggy Burke guided me to isn’t the spark to get
us all to participate!

Page 2

We still have League tote bags for sale. Heavy duty
canvas with a side zipper pocket for $25.00. All proceeds support the local League. Notify Debra Har
at tdrh.1@hotmail.com

The League of Women Voters Rogue Valley
welcomes submissions to the newsletter, The
Voters Voice. Editor Kathleen Donham can be
reached at 541-772-5044 and
KDonham@gmail.com.
LWVRV
P.O. Box 8555
Medford OR 97501
541-479-4486
Contact the webmaster
webadmin@lwvroguevalley.org
Website: lwvroguevalley.org
Facebook page:
facebook.com/League-of-Women-Voters-ofRogue-Valley-301855639862801
Email:

pres@lwvrvroguevalley.org

The League of Women Voters Fall Workshop [website] will be held at Lane Community College from 9am —
3:30pm in the Center for Meeting and Learning Building 19. Attendees can choose from two morning workshops. A buffet lunch will be served from 11:30 to 1:30p and will feature Keynote Speaker Dr. Erik Girvan,
“Understanding Implicit Bias.”
Dr. Girvan, associate law professor at University of Oregon, will speak on how stereotypes, attitudes, and
other biases might impact decisions in the legal system and related contexts. An additional guest speaker,
Professor Donna Cohen, will present “Fake News, Political Propaganda” [1:45– 3:00pm]: Are you overwhelmed with messages from politicians, news sources and other media? Distinguish truth from fiction using real-world examples of political ads, news headlines, logical fallacies, graphs, the effect of word choice in
messaging , statistical data and other information.
Morning sessions will include Voters Service topics with Betsy Pratt and Rebecca Gladstone, and Redistricting Petition with Candalynn Johnson.
Carpooling will be discussed at the October General Meeting (Oct 10). Register on-line by Oct. 11 at http://
lwvor.org/fall-workshop-2019/ . The workshop with buffet is $35.00.

The League’s Privacy and Cybersecurity Study is in full swing with issues popping up everyday. We are to
the point of needing folks to read for content and grammar. Want to get involved? It is actually very interesting reading……even without edits. We can use your help. Contact Mary Sinclair cksinclair@gmail.com.
Editor Kathleen Donham has a copy of “The Known Citizen” by Sarah Igo. This book is part of the background for the study. Persons wishing to discuss or borrow the book should please contact me at 541-7725044 or KDonham@gmail.com . You can also listen to her podcast at WGBH Innovation Hub.
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Voters Service
LWV Rogue Valley registered voters at Rogue Community College for National Voters Registration Day September 24. League members advising the public about Voter Registration can show citizens their registration status on-line and vote411 with a laptop [photo at left below]. Most young voters prefer to do their
office work digitally, and Oregon’s voter registration site is easy to use. Check for registration using DOB
and first and last name. Register using DMV # (suspended is OK, revoked is not). At some point, the Elections office must have a signature on file, so online registrations need to be printed out, signed, and delivered. Otherwise, paper registration forms are still valid.

Nov. 5 Election Day
Jackson County: Measure 15-186
Emergency Communication Systems Bonds (up to $28 million)

Sept12
League
Meeting

Josephine County: Measure17-93
Grants Pass Fire Rescue District
permanent rate to fund services;
Measure 17-94 Bonds for GP
School District #7

Last day for voter registration is October 15. Ballots, which are being mailed with the Voters Pamphlet, will
be mailed on Oct. 18 along with paid postage.

Vote411 Help Needed!
Vote411.org (an online resource for voting information, accessed by your address) It is also the basis for all
printed Voters guides and online information by candidate and by race.
Let’s get organized so we can maximize the coverage of the 2020 elections! We do have an election on November 5 for ballot measures. Learn how to gather information for Vote411.org. Be part of the monumental effort we will make in 2020 to make sure folks are registered to vote and that they are informed. Contact Mary Sinclair cksinclair@gmail.com

Election/Vote411/Registration
Help Needed
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Faithless Electors in the Courts – Barbara Klein, LWVRV Action Chair
During our last general meeting, several people asked me about National Popular Vote and the ‘Faithless
Electors’ decision from the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals. The short answer is that it doesn’t affect NPV or our
(LWV) position on it. But I would like to share a fuller answer as provided by the NPV organization (and Institute for Research on Presidential Elections – IRPE).

10th Circuit of Appeals Decision on Faithless Electors Does Not Affect Operation
of National Popular Vote
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit in Denver ruled on August 20, “states do not have the constitutional authority to interfere with presidential electors who exercise their constitutional right to vote for the
President and Vice President candidates of their choice" (page 93 of decision). The court decision resulted
from a lawsuit filed after 3 Democratic presidential electors from Colorado refused to vote for Hillary Clinton
when the Electoral College met on December 19, 2016.
This court decision was not about the National Popular Vote Compact. Whether this decision is upheld or
reversed by the U.S. Supreme Court, this decision would not affect the operation of the National Popular
Vote interstate compact, because the compact does not rely on the state laws that purport to require presidential electors to vote a certain way. The compact does not try to tell presidential electors to vote a certain
way.
The decision (if upheld after appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court) would negate existing laws in all 26 states
(such as Colorado) that purport to require presidential electors to vote for their party’s nominee for President.
However, the remaining 24 states do not have, and never have had, laws purporting to tell presidential electors how to vote.
In fact, the National Popular Vote Compact would operate in a manner identical to the system that has been
used for over 200 years in the 24 or so states that do not have laws requiring presidential electors to vote a
certain way. In these 24 states (which currently use the state-by-state winner-take-all method of awarding
electoral votes), the presidential electors are the persons nominated by the political party whose presidential
candidate receives the most popular votes inside the state. The National Popular Vote Compact would operate in same way, except the presidential electors would be the persons nominated by the political party
whose presidential candidate receives the most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. [B
Klein: emphasis is mine so that League members take note.]
That is, both the current system and the National Popular Vote system rely on the political parties to vet and
select their presidential electors. This system has worked very reliably over the years in the 24 states that do
not purpose to tell their presidential electors how to vote. And, it has worked very reliably in the 26 states
that have adopted laws (all after the 1960s) that purport to tell presidential electors how to vote. After
23,529 electoral votes in 58 presidential elections between 1789 and 2016, the vote of Samuel Miles in 1796

was the only case when an electoral vote was cast in an unfaithful way by a presidential elector who might
have thought, at the time he voted, that his vote might affect the outcome. See section 2.12 of Every Vote
Equal book at www.Every-Vote.Equal.com .
During the same period (1789 to 2016), there have been 16 "grand-standing" presidential electors -- that is,
electors who have cast a deviant vote for President knowing, at the time they voted, that their vote would
not affect the outcome of the election in the Electoral College. However, until 2016, there [were] never more
than one in a given election. Having seven faithless presidential electors in one year (2016) was unusual.
Given the amount of publicity received by the seven grandstanding faithless electors in 2016, both parties
can be expected to be extremely careful in 2020 about vetting the people they nominate for the position of
presidential elector. If the political parties do their job of vetting their nominees for the position of presidential electors, faithless electors cannot have any effect on the outcome -- under either the current system or
the National Popular Vote compact.
In any case, the 10th Circuit decision is likely to be reviewed by the U.S. Supreme Court because the Washington State Supreme Court reached the opposite conclusion concerning faithless electors.
It remains to be seen whether the U.S. Supreme Court will hear and whether it will uphold the 10th Circuit
decision. As the 10th Circuit decision itself noted on page 67, “The Supreme Court, however, has considered
a closely analogous question -- whether a primary candidate for party elector can be required to pledge to
support the party’s candidate.” The Supreme Court concluded in that case that the state could require the
pledge.
If there is any remaining concern, states that currently have laws purporting to require presidential electors
to vote a certain way could enact Pennsylvania’s law in which the presidential candidate directly chooses the
people to serve as his or her presidential electors (25 P.S. §2878).
The National Popular Vote organization is not planning to offer a brief on either side of this issue if the U.S.
Supreme Court decides to hear the appeal from the 10th Circuit, because the 10th Circuit decision does not
affect the operation of the National Popular Vote interstate compact.

And another new state study……..
NEW LWVOR study, Pesticides and Other Biocides in Oregon,
is recruiting volunteers and committee members. Volunteers
will learn about the diverse pesticides and other biocides used
to control unwanted pests. This study will allow the LWVOR to
develop detailed positions on the use of pesticides and other
biocides and will help us prepare better testimony. All levels of
expertise and all different perspectives are necessary for a successful study. Contact a.nestler@lwvor.org
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Welcome New Members to the League: The
membership has been recruiting—apologies to
anyone left out! More added next month.
Miriam Schiffman

Alice Hardesty

Maraly Gerdes

Dorothy Destache

Carol Stoufer

Angela & Savahnna Cruthids

John Tyler

Denise Brown

Shirley Harris

Ginnie Deason

Sally Smith

Diane Leahy

Carol Star

Margaret Peterson

Fanda Bender

Carolyn Ramsey

Volunteers Needed for 100th Year
Celebration Committee
Committee chairperson Lorraine Werblow
membership@lwvroguevalley.org is asking for
members who would like to plan the March activities in celebration of the League’s 100th
Year. Persons with writing skills are needed, as
are those with ideas for making this decision
process “fun with a smile”. We are also seeking
donations to support this event.

If you are reading this newsletter on-line, maybe you don’t need a mailed paper copy. Call the newsletter at
541-772-5044 if you would prefer not to get the newsletter by U.S. Mail, or leave a note at
KDonham@gmail.com.
Membership Committee: Lorraine Werblow, Debra Har, Iris Milan, Judith Kurinsky
These members can answer questions about dues, anniversaries, and changes to addresses and phone numbers. Email them at membership@lwvroguevalley.org.
Directories were distributed in January. Let membership know if you didn’t receive one.

Membership Application
Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________

Areas of Interest:


Land Use Issues



Local Government



Education



Children at Risk

Zip______________Phone________________________



Election Issues



Climate Change

Email__________________________________________



Transportation



National Issues

Single membership — $65.00



Observer Corps



Voters Service



Healthcare Issues



Environment

City___________________________________________

Spouse/student—$32.50

May we publish your information in the LWVRV Directory?
Y N

Send check /application to P.O. Box 8555 Medford OR 97501
Would you like a phone call reminder about meetings? Yes No
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League Activities October 2019
Sun Mo

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 General Meeting

11

12

13

14

15

16

17 Board Meeting

18

19 Eugene
9am Fall Workshop LWVOR

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

25

26

League of Women Voters
Rogue Valley
P.O. Box 8555
Medford Or 97501

20

