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As many of you are aware, our League decided to cancel our April program on the 
Jackson County Jail Measure that will be on our May primary ballot.  I have tried 
to find a few links online that you can watch that will give you some background on 
this measure. JPR  (Jefferson Public Radio) have done two recent programs on the measure,  
one of which gives some pros & cons [both are about 20 minutes]: 
 
Feb.3rd   program: “Jackson County Starts Hearing on New Jail Plan”  
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-
cse&cx=010251366440257945544:s2zcri_rgvk&q=https://www.ijpr.org/post/jackson-county-
starts-hearings-new-jail-
plan&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwitkJTmjL7oAhWOvJ4KHQVDBHYQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3Vis
0KLADoExpeaAs67gee   Includes Sheriff Sickler and Darby Ayers-Flood (Talent Mayor). 
 

March 20th program: Mental Health & Jails  “Care Not Cuffs” 
https://www.ijpr.org/programs/jefferson-exchange#stream/0 
 

In addition to our April program the two jail tours were also canceled. Those of you who 
signed up should have received an email from me regarding this cancelation. 
Please take care of yourself until we can be together again, 
        

        —Normary Barrett, Voters Service 

APRIL LEAGUE PROGRAM POSTPONED 

https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=010251366440257945544:s2zcri_rgvk&q=https://www.ijpr.org/post/jackson-county-starts-hearings-new-jail-plan&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwitkJTmjL7oAhWOvJ4KHQVDBHYQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3Vis0KLADoExpeaAs67gee
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=010251366440257945544:s2zcri_rgvk&q=https://www.ijpr.org/post/jackson-county-starts-hearings-new-jail-plan&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwitkJTmjL7oAhWOvJ4KHQVDBHYQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3Vis0KLADoExpeaAs67gee
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=010251366440257945544:s2zcri_rgvk&q=https://www.ijpr.org/post/jackson-county-starts-hearings-new-jail-plan&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwitkJTmjL7oAhWOvJ4KHQVDBHYQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3Vis0KLADoExpeaAs67gee
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=010251366440257945544:s2zcri_rgvk&q=https://www.ijpr.org/post/jackson-county-starts-hearings-new-jail-plan&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwitkJTmjL7oAhWOvJ4KHQVDBHYQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3Vis0KLADoExpeaAs67gee
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=010251366440257945544:s2zcri_rgvk&q=https://www.ijpr.org/post/jackson-county-starts-hearings-new-jail-plan&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwitkJTmjL7oAhWOvJ4KHQVDBHYQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw3Vis0KLADoExpeaAs67gee
https://www.ijpr.org/programs/jefferson-exchange#stream/0


The League of Women Voters Rogue Valley  
welcomes submissions to the newsletter, The 
Voters Voice.  Editor Kathleen Donham can be 
reached at 541-772-5044 and  
KDonham@gmail.com. 
 
LWVRV 
P.O. Box 8555 
Medford OR  97501 
541-479-4486 

Contact the webmaster  

webadmin@lwvroguevalley.org 

 

Website: lwvroguevalley.org 

Facebook page: 

facebook.com/League-of-Women-Voters-of-

Rogue-Valley-301855639862801 

 

Email:     pres@lwvrvroguevalley.org 
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 Co-President’s Pen 

 We are learning to think outside the box!  
Challenging times require recalibration.  Normary 
Barrett, our Voter Service Chair, has been seeking  
alternate ways to  deliver information to Jackson 
County voters for the upcoming ballot  which 
contains the new jail measure. She has talked 
with Jefferson Radio and learned of recent radio 
broadcasts which cover the topic and  is talking 
with PBS television as another possibility for a 
forum.  We are learning to ZOOM and may be 
running our annual meeting virtually.  Please  
share creative remedies—they are more than 
welcome. LWVOR is also sending us helpful sug-
gestions. 
 We have started a phone tree! You may 
have already had a call/voicemail from one of us.  
We are checking to see if you need anything and  
to give you an opportunity to chat or vehemently 
expound on the state of the world.  I’m musing 
about creating a map with geographic flags of 
member locations so that if members do need 
help, we can then call the closest member ‘to the 
rescue’.  (I have to apologize for my phone num-
ber which has a New York  prefix and may seem 
like a robo call. Check your voicemail.)  So far, I’m 
happy to report that everyone I’ve talked to is 
following national and state guidelines and that 
members are busy finishing projects, cleaning and 
in multiple cases, making masks. We certainly 
don’t like the situation, but we soldier on with 
grace, industry, and humanity. Stay safe. Stay 
well. 
Margie Peterson  Co-President LWVRV 

  ...and the second Co-president 

Margie has taken care of the news from LWVRV, 

so Happy Quarantine, everyone!! How many of 

you remember being quarantined as a child? My 

siblings and I would go through measles, chicken 

pox, etc., all in the same room with the windows 

covered with blankets, each of us singing a differ-

ent song at the top of our lungs (we must have 

been recovering at that point) to throw the oth-

ers off.  

Not to be too Polly Anna-ish, I am finding this 

timeout rather refreshing - once I got the grocery 

issue settled. I may regret those words, but for 

the time being I am listening to great music, re-

reading a favorite book, enjoying my yard even 

though I have a zillion weeds to deal with. And 

making connections with old friends. My hope is 

that you all also find something in your life right 

now that gives you some pleasure. So says  Polly 

Anna.   

Jacky Clary Co-President LWVRV 



The LWV Oregon is taking on Redistricting this year, and for starters we need a good census 

count.  Census postcards have already been mailed, and as of March28, 34.8% of Jackson 

County residents have answered (with 31.9% doing so on-line).  In Josephine County 30.6% 

have responded (with 23.8% on-line) [See https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html]. 

 

How can our local League help with the Census in the Rogue Valley? Claudine Taillac, the As-

sistant Director of Public Services at JCLS is coordinating the 2020 Census efforts.  We will be 

asking her for more advice to be available at the Annual Meeting (date TBA).  The group We 

Count Oregon offers an on-line training program for helping with the census at https://

wecountoregon.com/training/ 

 

The libraries have been asked to serve as sign-up centers,  and Jackson County Library had 

even scheduled a Census Assistance Day, but cancelled due to the virus quarantine. https://

https://mailtribune.com/news/top-stories/census-confronts-pandemic 

2020census.gov/en/news-events/operational-adjustments-covid-19.html 

https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
https://wecountoregon.com/training/
https://wecountoregon.com/training/
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/operational-adjustments-covid-19.html
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/operational-adjustments-covid-19.html
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/operational-adjustments-covid-19.html


Jackson County Board of Commissioners 

Staff Meeting, March 19, 2020 

Rick Bennett, Observer 

On March 19, 2020, the Board of Commissioners held their weekly staff meeting. Normally the staff 
meeting is an opportunity to review action items that will be on the Board’s regular meeting agenda 
for the following week as well as updates on county organizations and advisory committees. However, 
this week’s staff meeting was a little different. Due to the ongoing coronavirus public health emergen-
cy, the Board discussed and then approved (3-0) Order #48-20 declaring a State of Emergency within 
Jackson County.  

County Administrator Danny Jordan emphasized the order “is not designed to cause any panic for the 
citizens of Jackson County. It is part of the process for preparing.” The state of emergency authorizes 
Jackson County to perform several actions, including: emergency procurement of goods and service; 
entering into mutual aid agreements between the County and cities within the County or neighboring 
counties; enforcing emergency measures to protect the public; modifying relevant personnel leave, 
personnel processes or policies, and workplace requirements, assignments, or designations of county 
employees; and requesting assistance and potential reimbursement from the State of Oregon and any 
appropriate federal agency for response and recovery.  

The state of emergency is effective March 19th and will expire on May 31st, unless rescinded or extend-
ed further. 

Observer Corps Reports 

Welcome to Observer Sally Smith, who is covering Medford City Council.  Would someone like to 

cover Grants Pass or Ashland? 

Jackson County Natural Resources Advisory Committee 

March 10, 2020  

Kathleen Donham Observer 

 The Natural Resources Advisory Committee meets quarterly with current liaison Commissioner Colleen Rob-

erts.  

 Gabriel Howe of the Siskiyou Mountain Club presented its Annual Report with plans for the coming year 

which include extensive trail maintenance projects using paid interns.   

 Representatives of the  Jackson County Soil and Water have stated that a significant portion of their clients 

are seeking to acquire special assessments that lower property taxes by finding a farm use  or forest use pro-

ject that serves to meet land use requirements.  Conservation workers would prefer to see a way to incentiv-

ize property holders to improve their stewardship in some other mechanism. 

 The BLM has been slow to partner with ATV and mountain bikes in trail maintenance and education accord-

ing to representatives from recreational groups. 

 Complaints about wild turkeys were referred to OR Fish & Wildlife 



Medford City Council Meeting 

Feb. 20, 2020  

Sally Smith, Observer 

1. All City Commissioners were present.  Two arrived a few minutes late. 

2. Upcoming Alba celebrations were outlined by Robin Snider.  We have been sister cities with Alba for 60 

years.  In Alba, on April 24th thru the 27th, is the annual wine festival. Here in April someone from Alba will be 

the Grand Marshal of the Pear Blossom parade. Currently there is a banner hanging across Central Ave. about 

the sister cities and smaller ones will soon be hung elsewhere and used at other sister city functions. 

3. Sue White spoke about the planned Sports Complex planned on Ross Lane.  Ballot measure 15-1 will be on 

the May ballot re the Transient Lodging Tax.  There will be 2 ballot measures.  This tax will fund the construc-

tion of the complex.  The complex will be under a 30 year lease.  The question was posed -what will happen 

after the expiration of the 30 years? 

4. A resolution authorizing the opening of interest bearing escrow accounts at Umpqua Bank necessary to 

comply with House Bill 2415 was approved. 

5. Police Chief Clauson spoke about Jackson County Deadly Force Plan regarding office involved shootings.  

Under the plan, the involved officer would be accompanied by another office to the station at which point the 

involved gun would be confiscated.  The Plan is concerned with the care of the officer and their well-being.  

The Plan was approved by the Council. 

6. Council Bill 2020-19 was approved regarding an intergovernmental agreement concerning MURA’s integra-

tion with the City for insurance purposes. 

7. Council Bill 2020-20 was approved setting a public hearing re annexation of 33 acres to the city at S. Stage 

Rd and Kings Hwy. 

8. Much discussion ensued regarding the placement of a median divider on N. Phoenix Rd between Calle Vista 

and Shamrock Dr., thus allowing right hand turns only.  The staff has recommended approval.  The median is 

scheduled to be installed next year.  166 homes are affected and the homeowners are very unhappy.  Some 

homeowners have been there 40 years.  It would require them to travel north to Greystone Dr. to make a 

turn, which the residents on that road would not be happy about the increased traffic, or to continue to Cher-

ry Lane at the light to make a u turn.  Randy Jones, of Mahar Homes, spoke to the issue, stating he has 40 

more planned homes in that subdivision and he will be currently building 27.  The council approved the instal-

lation of the median with a study of further actions for the 2 intersections. Perhaps a traffic light? 

9. Approved streamlining the process required for building multi family housing, specifically for Type II, which 

are townhouses and 4 plex’s. 

10. Mayor Wheeler issued a proclamation that Medford is a Medal of Honor City and mentioned that we are 

also a Purple Heart City. 

11. Meeting adjourned at 7:56 pm 

Making Democracy Work TM 



Medford City Council  

Feb.6, 2020 

Sally Smith, Observer 

 Approved amendment to Transient Lodging Tax (hotel/motel): Removed 5 day payment grace pe-
riod, monies to be received by last day of month. 

 Authorized a one yr extension of naming rights to sports park to U.S.Cellular for $75,000, 
with an option for an additional one year extension. 

 Held public hearing Council Bill 2020-14, on vacating right of way for a  portion of Austin St. be-
tween Pine St. and N. Riverside Ave. Reasons due to safety of pedestrian traffic from Kids Unlim-
ited. Staff recommended approval.  Some public discussion concerning no access from Riverside 
Ave. and no access from west off Maple and Edwards. Eventually approved by Council. 

 Council Bill 2020-15, re-vacating a 15 ft. wide Public Utility Easement of 0.76 acre on SW corner 
of Garfield and Center Dr. Staff recommended approval and was so done. 

 Staff recommended approval of Council Bill 2020-16, re minor amendment to Gen. Land 
Use Plan to convert 10 existing park properties to the Parks and Schools designation. 
There was no discussion and was approved. 

 Council approved providing property owners a list of companies who can be contacted to do 
property cleanup. 

 Police Chief Clausen presented the results of the program “STOP” (statistical transparency of Police 
data). Spoke about data collection standards (app developed to quickly ender data) with 65 agen-
cies involved in data collection. He showed comparative data for major Oregon cities. He is pleased 
with current data. 

 Fund Applications: There will be 2 meetings from June to Dec. to discuss fund allocations. There is 
a limit of 2 proposals per councilman. There is $851,106 available, $450,000 from cannabis sales. 
Forms are available via email from Mr. Martin. 

 It was also mentioned that no permits have been issued for the proposed Circle K at 
Springbrook and E. McAndrews Rds. 

Stay Safe from COVID-19 

League Member Nancy Swan wishes to alert members to the Jackson County Emergency Operations 

Center call for donation items for vulnerable residents: disinfectants, ice chests, hygiene supplies, pa-

per items etc. Call Jackson County Emergency Operations Dept.   541-774-6790 for Steve Lambert for 

more information. 

Margie would also like to remind members who are concerned about shopping for groceries during 

this period of virus quarantine are advised that a commercial service called Instacart, as well as Jack-

son County Emergency Operations volunteers are available for home deliveries. 



The Road to Women’s Suffrage    
 
 The Women’s Rights movement faced challenges & 
opportunities during WWI  With the shortage of 
male workers at home women went to work on as-
sembly lines and even served in the military as nurs-
es in the US Medical Corps & Red Cross. 150 women 
served as X ray operators on the battlefront. Signal 
Corps Female Telephone Operators Unit  (“Hello 
Girls”) worked on the Western Front but their ser-
vice was not  recognized until Pres. Carter. The 1916 
Naval Act was so vague  that women actually be-
came paid official Yeomen largely serving stateside. 
Then in 1918-19 the “Spanish Flu” in 3 waves affect-
ed over 50 million, killing more soldiers than had 
died in WWI!  
 
Overcrowding in camps and on board troop ships 
helped spread the virus in 3 waves, killing 
175,000  (more men than women)! The government 
did not want to impose quarantine during wartime, 
looked for the wrong cure and had a nursing short-
age.  The flu shut down parts of the economy  and 
brought even more women into the workforce, by 
1920 25% higher than pre-war/flu. 
 
 
Politicians had a hard time ignoring the critical roles that women played in American society. 
After ignoring suffragettes marching & picketing outside the White House even Woodrow 
Wilson began to argue in 1918 that women as part of the war effort  should be afforded the 
right to vote. Women were already voting in states from 1st Wyoming to New York by1917. 
The Constitutional Amendment passed the House in May and Senate in June 1919, but it 
took until Aug. 26 1920 to become official after Tennessee ratified. Sadly many southern 
states did not ratify until finally Mississippi in 1984! (1st generation Asian Americans could 
not vote until 1952). 
      ….submitted by Nancy Swan, Historian 

[Based on material from National WWI Museum & Memorial, Smithsonian magazine “How the 198 
Flu Epidemic Helped Advance Women’s Rights”, WNYC News, and April WE issue’s “Commemorating 
Woman Suffrage”] 



Do it Today! 
TAKE ACTION ON JORDAN COVE: THANK KEY OREGON ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Despite the growing COVID-19 public health crisis, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on Feb-
ruary 19, 2020 granted two key federal permits to the Jordan Cove Energy Project. The Oregonian has a 
good summary of how far this is from a “done deal,” but the decision is gravely disappointing. Commis-
sioner Glick’s dissent is well worth a read in that regard, but all opponents of this project—including 
members of the LWVRV and the three other local Leagues across the proposed project—should be 
grateful for what our own elected officials have said. 

 

Oregon Governor Kate Brown, in line with her long-standing commitment that the Jordan Cove LNG 
project must meet all state requirements for the protection of Oregon’s citizens and natural resources, 
said this: “I want to reiterate that I will not stand for any attempt to ignore Oregon’s authority to pro-
tect public safety, health, and the environment. I have asked the state’s lawyers to consider all appro-
priate legal action to assure that Oregon permitting processes will be followed. And let me be clear to 
the concerned citizens of Southwest Oregon: Until this project has received every single required permit 
from state and local agencies, I will use every available tool to prevent the company from taking early 
action on condemning private property or clearing land.”    

Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR), long a JCEP opponent said in 2017: “Jordan Cove will contribute massive-
ly to pollution that is profoundly damaging our state and our world. Generations from now, our grand-
children will wonder why we continued to burn fossil fuels when the catastrophic consequences were so 
evident. . . . we have to shift from building large-scale fossil fuel infrastructure, including Jordan Cove, 
and instead invest massively in building the enormous backlog of infrastructure projects that will im-
prove our state and nation, not damage it.” 
 

Oregon State Senator Jeff Golden (SD 3) and Oregon State Representative Pam Marsh (HD 5), in a 
joint statement: “[JCEP] has repeatedly failed to secure necessary approvals from Oregon state agen-
cies. In the wake of outright denials and objections from the Department of Environmental Quality and 
the Department of Land Conservation and Development, Pembina withdrew their application to the 
Division of State Lands just before it would have been rejected. The fact is that on multiple fronts, the 
Jordan Cove/Pacific Connector Pipeline proposal falls dramatically short of the minimum environmental 
standards that guide Oregon’s decisions on natural resources...We will stand with Oregon state officials 
in taking every lawful step to prevent that from happening. And we will continue to stand with tens of 
thousands of Oregonians ready to take every lawful step to ensure that the Jordan Cove/Pacific Con-
nector Pipeline project is never constructed.” 

          [Or choose Wyden and Jackson County Commissioners next page] 

Simply click one of the links (the blue underlined 

words), right click, select open link, and you will be 

directed to the site for whomever you want to thank.  

Alternatively, use the phone numbers provided. It’s a 

good time. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/business/2020/03/federal-energy-regulators-approve-jordan-cove-lng-project-in-coos-bay-and-230-mile-feeder-pipeline.html
https://www.ferc.gov/media/statements-speeches/glick/2020/03-19-20-glick-C-7.asp#.Xn-m6W5Fy00
mailto:info@katebrownfororegon.com
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=36218
mailto:Senator_Merkley@merkley.senate.gov
https://mailtribune.com/news/happening-now/create-jobs-without-jeopardizing-our-future
mailto:Sen.JeffGolden@oregonlegislature.gov
mailto:rep.pammarsh@oregonlegislature.gov
https://theashlandchronicle.com/news-release-from-our-state-representatives-jordan-cove-pipeline/
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In Memoriam 

Long-time League member Joan Rogers died in Portland on March 15, 2020. Joan was  

president of the LWV Rogue Valley 1992-1993. She also did Program Arrangements for the 

Annual Meeting for many years.  As her daughter Jan Renfro wrote: “One of the hardest deci-

sions to leave Medford was her passion and involvement in The League. “  

Membership Application 

Name_________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________ 

City___________________________________________ 

Zip______________Phone________________________ 

Email__________________________________________ 

Single membership — $65.00     Spouse/student—$32.50      

May we publish your information in the LWVRV Directory?      Y    N 

Send check /application to P.O. Box 8555 Medford  OR  97501 

Would you like a phone call reminder about meetings? Yes   No 

Areas of Interest: 

 Campaign finance 

 Education 

 Election Issues 

 Redistricting 

 Observer Corps 

 Healthcare Issues 

 Environment      

 

 Local Government 

 Newsletter 

 Climate Change 

 National Issues 

 Voters Service 

 

Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) said:“Today . . . FERC approved the controversial and complicated Jordan 
Cove project. There was no rush. A balanced and full FERC should have made the decision. If that's not 

bad enough, the Commission has decided to disregard local private property rights and environ-
mental concerns identified by Oregonians. Both shortcomings and additional ones have been docu-
mented in the strong objections . . . by three Oregon state regulatory agencies. . . . All these violations 
are contrary to everything the Oregon Way stands for – fairness, transparency and accountability. I 
now have to oppose this project.” 
 

The Jackson County Commissioners Dyer, Roberts, and Strosser have long opposed the Jordan Cove 
LNG project due to eminent domain. They sent additional detailed county concerns to the Oregon 
Department of State Lands in 2019: “The Jackson County Board of Commissioners is unanimously op-
posed to the Jordan Cove Pipeline project. The proposed Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline has not been 
adequately planned…” 

As you are staying safe and protecting others by sheltering in place, consider clicking on any or all of 
the links and extend your thanks to our elected officials for standing up for Oregonians’ health and 
safety, public and private lands, wildlife, clean water, and our shared climate. (Other Oregon elected 
officials openly opposed to JCEP include U.S. Representative Peter DeFazio, Oregon State Senators 
James Manning and Michael Dembrow, and State Representatives Pam Marsh and Tawna Sanchez. 

 

Help is needed for the Nominating Committee: Please consider their requests seriously! 
Contact membership committee persons at membership@lwvroguevalley.org 

mailto:senator_wyden@wyden.senate.gov
https://www.wyden.senate.gov/news/press-releases/wyden-statement-on-ferc-decision-to-approve-jordan-cove-energy-project-in-oregon
mailto:commission@jcch.net
https://www.scribd.com/document/398107237/Jackson-County-Commissioner-Letter-to-Oregon-Department-of-State-Lands
http://lwvroguevalley.org/wp/?page_id=10


 

 

  

                

  

  

League of Women Voters 

Rogue Valley 

P.O. Box 8555 

Medford Or 97501 

 April Activities LWV Rogue Valley: Jackson & Josephine Counties 

If you are reading this newsletter on-line, maybe you don’t need a mailed paper copy.  Call the 

newsletter at 541-772-5044 if you would prefer not to get the newsletter by U.S. Mail, or leave 

a note at  KDonham@gmail.com.  You should also be receiving newsletters by email from 

State and National.  For membership application, go to http://lwvroguevalley.org/wp/wp-

content/uploads/2019/07/MembershipApplication501c3AsOf20190725.pdf 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 Program cancelled 10 11 Pear Blos-

som cancelled 

12 13 14 15 Earth 

Day 

16 Virtual Board Mtg 

10:30am  

17 18 

19 20 21 22 Items for 

Annual Re-

port due 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April Activities LWVRV 
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http://lwvroguevalley.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/MembershipApplication501c3AsOf20190725.pdf

